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NATURAL SOUND MAY DAY PARADE HAVANA, CUBA.

FIDEL CASTRO ON PODIUM WATCHING

bator~5@)

AROUND—PHE—TSLAND.. . . CLOSE TO A MILLION OEEEEEH:CELEBRAT:ggﬁgiY—DAY IN
HAVANA....AND PROTESTENG £JTHE STRENGTHENING OF THE 37 YEAR-OLD U.S EMBARGO.

L

NAT SOT cﬁg?go SPEECH AND/OR MOS PROTESTERS.

NARRATION: They ‘
GHEBANE CARRIED BANNERQXX}TACKING U.S SENATOR JESSE HELMS, SPONSOR OF NEW U.S
SANCTIONS, THE TOUGHEST EVER...SCHEDULED TO GO INTO EFFECT THIS AUGUST. ZHBY

S IN RESPONSE TO-%&SE:EEB%U?gEi? DOWNING OF TWO &%
BY —CUBAN ATRFORCE-MIGS. ‘

f . : Cb{b ,L//?'S‘/ e .

Plames Yown- bq e o Eliles a°s
CASTRO TAPE 1 2305 I can assure you that the United States does not know how to
rule the world.

DAN WITH FIDEL IN STREET

C K “f) O ARTIO
AS : I TRAVELED CUBA WITH EM A FEW
WEEK PHE - OTINT THE NEW SANCTIONS . THE 69
YEAR-OLD PRESIDENT S32ES IMMORAL BECAUSE OF THE HARDSHIP IT
IMPOSES ON THE AVERAGE CUBAN CITIZEN . Ak
S 7y
C;;;RO TAPE 6 00:51 The main hurdle to Cuba’s economic development has been %
the blockade imposed by the US. The blockade. No other country has been
suffering so long.

NARRATION:

RATHER STAND-UP: "El Blogueo", the Blockade:It’s the cornerstone of American, ~
)Foriegn Policy...It’s also political and emotional dynamite. <é>

: d ™ (
SOUND UP FROM TODAY CONGRESSMAN DAN BURTON . AL _,ﬁX

/ / | & /" N
NARRATION: o / ) /

CONGESSMAN DAN BURTON. CO-AUTHQ%XEF THE NEW TOUGHER /SANCTZONS.
1 | / ’ ///

SOT FROM TObAY DAN BURTON, REPﬁBLICAN INDIANA??
7\ 7\ ) Bt

3T FIDEf CASTRO TAPE 6 251 If the blockade did not(exist, then you
our idéas to\the test.But you can not take qg/idea, ith all the weight of th
United States) and say this is a i

Nﬁ;RATION:

FIDEL CASTRO IS NOT ALONE IN WANTING THE CUBAN ECONOMY TO PROSPER. MANY
BUSINESS LEADERS DO NOT SUPPORT THE HELMS=—RURTON SANCTIONS EITHER. THEY WANT
TO MAKE MONEY IN CUBA AND THE LEGISLATION MAKES THAT NEXT TO IMPOSSIBLE.
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CUBA

FOR CHANNEL 2
On this May Day, Fidel Castro addressed the masses in Havana .. and blamed

all Cuba’s troubles on the U-S trade embargo.
That embargo has now been tightened by congress.
T talked recently with Castro in Havana .. about what he says is a U-S
campaign to strangle the Cuban economy:
CASTRO




NARR:

THE SANCTIONS HAVE WIDE-SPREAD SUPPORT AMONG CUBAN-AMERICANS.
BUT MANY AMERICAN BUSINESS LEADERS FEEL JUST THE
OPPOSITE...THEY'D LIKE TO MAKE MONEY IN CUBA...LIKE THEY DID
BEFORE CASTRO'S REVOLUTION. JOHN KAVULICH (KAV-a-leck)
REPRESENTS THE INTERESTS OF MANY OF THOSE CORPORATIONS.

SOT JOHN KAVULICH/U.S.-CUBA TRADE AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL

122702 There isn't a ceo of a major U.S. company that doesn't
want to return to Cuba as quickly as possible.//2723 Every U.S.
company wants back. Many of them had huge presences before and
most of them want back in now.

NAT SOT SUGAR CANE CUTTERS IN CUBA

NARRATION

EVEN WITH U.S SANCTIONS AND HIS ISLAND'S CONTINUED ISOLATION BY
THE U.S, CASTRO CLAIMS HIS ECONOMY IS GROWING...AND SAYS THAT ON
THIS MAY-DAY CUBA HAS NO PLANS WHAT-SO-EVER TO CHANGE ITS

SOC IST WAYS.

SOT DAN QUESTION TAPE 2 1624

Mr. President, you know that there are many people who are saying
Cuba is going down the drain and Fidel Castro is the only man on
the planet who doesn't understand it, doesn't realize it.

SOT FIDEL

There are millions of Cubans who feel the same way I do. And you
know what, there are many people with a growing confidence in
what we believe, and there are many peole who come to invest in
eur “eountry.
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Dan Rather Reporting. News, commentary and analysis.

In an interview with Fidel Castro, in Cuba, your reporter questioned him about
the shooting down earlier this year of two unarmed planes (flown by members of
the organization "Brothers to the Rescue") from Miami.

This, in summary, is what he said: Florida-based Cuban exiles have been
illegally flying into Cuba, violating Cuban airspace and committing what Castro
called other highly provocative acts for a long while. They had been given
repeated warnings, he said, NOT to do it. Quote Castro: "Those planes do not
pay any attention. You ask them to come down, they do not land. You ask them to
go, they do not. So they felt they could do anything with impunity."

After many such incidents, when planes from Florida flew over Cuba, Castro said
an emissary from HIM met with "The U.S. government at the highest levels." He
said that the U.S. government assured him that the intrusions into Cuba
(violations of international law, as Castro sees them) would stop. Castro says
he received the assurances of the U.S. government, and believed them.

Then, he says, he was shocked and disappointed when the flights continued, or
were allowed to continue.

So, Fidel Castro told me, he gave what he called "general orders" to his
military people to stop the flights. He SAYS he gave no specific orders to
shoot down the planes, BUT, what he called clear GENERAL orders to stop them.

On the day of the shoot-down, Feb. 24, 1996, when two civilian Cessnas from
Miami came into Cuban airspace, as Castro tells it, HE did NOT give any
specific orders to shoot down the "Brothers to the Rescue" craft. Neither, he
says, did his brother, Raul Castro, the longtime Cuban defense minister. Two of
the planes were shot down. Castro says his military "acted on standing orders.
They knew that they were discharging their duties. They were doing what they
had been ordered to do."

And, Castro says, he takes full personal responsibility as President of Cuba
for the shootdowns.

When contacted by CBS News, the U.S. State Department denied that the Cubans,
Castro or anybody else in his government, ever warned that the civilian planes
might be shot down. Neither, says the Statge Department, was Castro ever given
any assurances by the United States. "Nothing can allow Cuba to escape
reponsibilty for the murder of those pilots," said Nicholas Burns, State
Department spokesman.

Later today, the Castro interview concerning the shootdown of the planes can
heard on CBS radio and seen on CBS televison news.
This is a sample of the work of this machine
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NATURAL SOUND AT UNIVERSITY OF HAVANA :DAN AND FIDEL WALK AS CROWD CHANTS
SFIDEL, FIDEL flu

NARR:
AS I TRAVELED CUBA WITH CASTRO , THE CROWDS STILL SEEMED TO BE WITH THEIR 69
YEAR-OLD PRESIDENT....LISTENING, AS THEY HAVE BEEN DOING FOR SOME FORTY YEARS.

NATSOT CASTRO/DAN WITH CROWD

NARR:
FIDEL CASTRO IS BOTH LOVED...AND FEARED HERE. HE REMAINS AT THE VERY CENTER OF

DAILY LIFE.

HE ALSO REMAINS AT THE CENTER OF THE PERPETUAL ANTAGONISM THAT HAS DEFINED U.s
- CUBA RELATIONS SINCE 1961.

SOT CASTRO TAPE 6 FORMAL INTERVIEW 2759 > (DAN QUESTION?) There has been a
constant policy to subvert my country.// tape 2 2006 But you know that Cuba
will continue to resist.

NAT SOT DOWNED CUBAN PLANES

NARR:
CASTRO SPOKE ABOUT THE LATEST POINT OF CONFLICT: THE FLIGHTS BY THE
MIAMI-BASED ANTI-CASTRO GROUP "BROTHERS TO THE RESCUE" NEAR AND OVER CUBA.

SOT FIDEL CASTRO TAPE 3 OF FORMAL INTERVIEW 3:25 45 >Those planes do not pay
any attention, you ask them to come down they do not land, you ask them to go
they do not, so they feel they can do it with impunity.

DAN RATHER: So, you gave the general orders don’t let this happen again?
CASTRO:Yes, and I am responsible for that instruction.

NARR:
ON FEBRUARY 24TH TWO CIVILIAN CESSNAS FLOWN BY BROTHERS TO THE RESCUE PILOTS

WERE SHOT DOWN BY CUBAN MIGS.

SOT FIDEL CASTRO FORMAL INTERVIEW TAPE 4 0159 >They acted on standing orders,
they knew that they were discharging their duties they were doing what they
had been ordered to do..

DAN RATHER (0351): But on this specific day you didn’t give this specific
order? CASTRO:Not at that moment.

SOT JOSE BASULTO "BROTHERS TO THE RESCUE" TAPE 2 >On my left side I could see
the smoke and I could see the flames of the other aircraft.

NARR:
FOUR PILOTS WERE KILLED THAT DAY, BUT JOSE BASULTO, THE GROUP’S LEADER, MADE IT

HOME ALIVE.

SOT BASULTO TAPE 1 010050 >That day was a day that they had chosen to shoot
us down .It was an act of premeditated murder.

NARR:
CASTRO CLAIMS CUBA HAD PROTESTED SEVERAL TIMES TO THE U.S STATE DEPARTMENT

ABOUT BROTHERS TO THE RESCUE.




SOT FIDEL CASTRO FORMAL INTERVIEW TAPE 4 0620 >I could not shelter in my mind
the idea that such a big country with those resources would not be able to
prevent those people from repeating their actions.

NARR :
BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAYS THE CUBANS NEVER WARNED THE PLANES MIGHT BE SHOT

DOWN.

SOT NICHOLAS BURNS/STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN
Nothing can allow Cuba to escape responsibility for the murder of those pilots.

SOT FIDEL CASTRO TAPE 4 0635 >So our mistake was having trusted the
assurances we were given by the U.S administration.

NAT SOT BACK IN THE STREETS WORKING PEOPLE, CHILDREN.

NARR:
SO THE ANTAGONISM CONTINUES, AS THE U.S. PREPARES TO TOUGHEN SANCTIONS AND THE

CUBAN PEOPLE STEEL THEMSELVES FOR HARDER DAYS AHEAD.
NATSOT FIDEL AND DAN IN HOSPITAL

NARR:
THE SANCTIONS WILL MEAN LESS MEDICINE, LESS EVERYTHING FOR THE CUBAN PEOPLE.

AND IT MAY MEAN YEARS MORE SUFFERING, THAT CASTRO WILL BLAME ON AMERICA...
SUFFERING CASTRO WILL TELL HIS PEOPLE THEY CAN ONCE AGAIN ENDURE.

SOT FIDEL CASTRO FORMAL INTERVIEW >
We’ll resist 35 years, and then 35 after that.

(COVER END OF BITE WITH FIDEL IN STREET WITH CROWD POT UP NAT SOUND)







	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000139
	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000140
	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000141
	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000142
	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000143
	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000144
	rathd_prf_b006_f014-000145

